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OCTOBER 2026 - UPDATE

A meeting of the committee of the Mersea Island Society was held on Monday 5th October.  

Points of Discussion

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

Treasury & Supporter Database: The Treasurer and Supporters secretary gave an update on the Society’s balance at the bank and the number of supporters and their status with regard to annual renewals.  An email reminder for October renewals will be sent out shortly.

Support of Mersea Causes: The committee agreed to support to the following causes: Freedom Boat Adventures, Old City Hall and Strood Cam.  The manner of support is dependent on what each cause needs.  In the case of Old City Hall, this will be a donation of £500.  The committee is aware that the Strood Cam is looking for help but has been unable to get any response from the organisers.  They will continue to attempt contact but ask supporters for their help – if you know the person or people involved with Strood Cam please ask them to get in touch via info@merseaislandsociety.org.  It was agreed to speak to Freedom Boat Adventures to ask how we can best assist them going forward.

Planning: The local plan from Colchester City Council is at Regulation 19 consultation stage.  Islanders are strongly and urgently urged to make their feelings known about the addition of ANOTHER 300 houses. These to be situated to the east of Dawes Lane.  You can do this in the following ways:

1. Pick up a form from the Library, Council Offices, MICA or 
2. Go to Colchester City Council portal https://colchester.oc2.uk/
3. West Mersea Town Council website https://www.westmerseatowncouncil.gov.uk/Local-Plan


THE FINAL DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS 4PM, 13TH OCTOBER. YOUR VOICE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
According to the planners at Colchester, West Mersea is a LARGE settlement and therefore suitable for further growth. It is our view that this fails to take into account our unique island location and tidal flooding, environmental concerns affecting the Blackwater specifically with regard to waste water treatment issues, the lack of medical facilities despite previous promises, limited public transport and the further impact on our already strained infrastructure.
Representatives of Mersea Island Society will attend the public meeting which is scheduled for early 2027 to put the island’s views across.



Open Spaces/Village Greens: It has also come to the committee’s notice that there is a plan to allow a private company to build a bike pump track on the village green behind the Co-op.  Village Green’s belong to the community not the council and as such they have no rights to allow anything on these communal spaces.  It is the committee’s view that Mersea Town Council are rightly pleased with themselves over the success of the Skate Park Day held in the summer but that they fail to take into account what happens there after school and in the evenings.  It is our view that the skate park becomes a no go area for younger children after a certain time in the day and that in the evenings is the site of undesirable behaviour. 

Our concerns are two-fold: 1. that a private company should not be allowed to build on a community space and potentially then assert a right over that space that they do not and should not hold. 2. We also agreed that having another place for young people to use, especially one that encourages exercise and away from electronics is, of course, an asset but insufficient thought has gone into the proposal. The element of undesirable behaviour and the mitigation of this has not been considered.

Risks of Drowning on Mersea Beaches:  Following on from Steve Vince’s initiative before the summer to have life rings installed on the beach and the subsequent battle he has had with the council for them to be allowed to remain on the beach, the committee was updated with regard to having warning signs taken down by the council but not replaced with their own and that the council still consider the life rings to be not worth having.  The Beach Hut Owners Association have kindly agreed to include them in their patrols to ensure they have not been tampered with but given the tragedy that occurred at Seaview this summer, the committee expressed alarm and dismay at the council’s attitude.  It has since come to light that Wendy Bird who hastily set up West Mersea Beach Safety and a GoFund Me page to buy more life saving equipment has also met with stonewalling by the council.  We therefore call upon the council to offer the community an explanation as to their response to this tragedy and why they are preventing the community from stepping up.  It is Mersea Island Society’s intention to add to the GoFund Me to achieve the £5000 target.

School Transport: We were distressed to learn about both the cost and poor service of school bus services for secondary school age pupils who have to be bussed off the island to attend school.  In one case a new year 7 pupil so age 11 was dumped at Langenhoe because the bus refused to come any further because of the tide covering the road. Given the cost of transport (around £1000 per year) and with nights drawing in, this is an appalling state of affairs. John Akker, committee member and town councillor is pursuing this with Essex County Council with the view to getting the bus companies to recognise their responsibilities.







How to Age Well – a talk by Tom Bonds of FLOW

The society would like to extend our thanks once again to Tom Bonds of FLOW who gave an interesting talk on ageing well and how it is never too late to start helping ourselves increase mobility and strength.  His central message was that in order to keep doing the things that you like doing whether that be gardening, playing with your grandchildren, sailing, walking etc., looking after your joints and muscles and strengthening them will allow you to continue doing this.  If you would like some help or advice on how to get started, then pop into FLOW behind the St. Helena’s Hospice Shop for a chat.  As a couple of us attend classes at FLOW we can attest to the ‘miracles’ his methods produce.

Upcoming Talks & Events:

4th November @ 7.30pm	AGM followed by a talk by Phil Passfield on Police Dog Handling

2nd December		Christmas Party – details to be sent to members via email


Communications from Mersea Island Society: We are aware that we should be communicating with our supporters more regularly and hope that you will find this update useful.  Please do remember that the society is run by volunteers who give up their own time to do the work. We are also trying to work with free resources so as not to waste money which don’t always do the job in the way we would like and therefore if you are receiving this email but would prefer not to receive further emails, please use the unsubscribe link. Hopefully, this will be the final time you will have to do so.

We are always on the look out for more committee members who may be able to offer their skills to help in the work we do.  Particularly, social media, marketing, IT, interest in planning and local government. Please do get in touch info@merseaislandsociety.org

Finally, please do encourage your friends and neighbours to become supporters of the society.  As you know, it is only £5 per year and funds go towards helping community projects and good, local causes.  People can sign up online at www.merseaislandsociety.org or by requesting a form via info@merseaislandsociety.org. 
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